
Олимпиада по английскому языку по теме «Космос» 

      Преподавание иностранного языка не может быть ограничено лишь обучением 

на уроке. Необходимо не только давать студентам определенную сумму знаний, 

но и побуждать их творчески мыслить, развивать интерес к дисциплине, используя 

внеклассную работу. Одна из таких форм внеклассной работы – это олимпиады 

по английскому языку. 

     При подготовке к олимпиаде уделяется большое внимание интеллектуальному 

развитию сильных студентов, что актуально в наше время. 

     Чтобы подготовить и провести олимпиаду, необходимо выполнить большую 

подготовительную работу, что является прекрасным средством повышения 

мастерства преподавателя. 

  

Цели и задачи проведения Олимпиады по английскому языку 

    

1. Развитие и укрепление интереса студентов к изучению иностранного языка. 

2. Углубление знаний студентов по дисциплине «Английский язык». 

3. Развитие у студентов умений самостоятельно мыслить. 

4. Воспитание у молодѐжи чувства ответственности за порученное дело, 

настойчивости и желания не отставать от других. 

5. Установление более тесных деловых контактов между преподавателем и 

студентами. 
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                                                                  «Утверждаю» 
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Положение 

о проведении Олимпиады по  английскому языку 

среди студентов СГПЭК 

  

1. Цели и задачи. 

Повышения уровня знаний по английскому языку и расширение кругозора. 



2. Условия проведения. 

В олимпиаде принимают участие студенты, прошедшие отборочный тур. 

Задания олимпиады содержат следующие виды речевой деятельности: 

 аудирование; 
 чтение; 
 грамматику; 
 знание лексики по теме «Космос». 

3. Организация, подготовка и проведения олимпиады осуществляется 

преподавателями иностранного языка Катковой С.В., Лыбаевой Е.Б. 

4. Награждение победителей. 

Занявшие 1 – 3 места награждаются призами и грамотами. 

Критерии оценки 

За каждый правильно выполненный пункт задания участник получает 1 балл. 

Победителем становится участник олимпиады, набравший наибольшее 

количество баллов. 

1.  LISTENING 

  

Listen to the text and findthe true answer. You will hear the text two times.  

  

Interview with   Neil Armstrong 

On July 16, 1969, Apollo XI was launched at Cape Kennedy Space Center, Florida. It 

was carrying three men: Neil Armstrong, the commander of the flight, who would be the 

first man to walk on the moon, Edwin (Buzz) Aldrin, who would follow him there; and 

Michael Collins, who would have to wait for his companions in the spaceship without 

landing at all. Without any doubt, this was a great date in the history of mankind. Mil-

lions of people all over the world were following the event; three thousand journalists 

were covering it in dozens of languages, doing their best to provide the public with 

learned scientific details, enthusiastic comments, and exciting stories about the three 

human stars of the adventure. 

Many reporters and writers met with the astronauts before the trip; but those who 

interviewed Neil Armstrong feltpuzzled and sometimes annoyed. What was it that 

bothered the reporters? Here was their man, who soon would be the first human being 

to disturb the lunar dust - or sink in it; our Hero, our Pride, our Explorer, the Pioneer 

of the Technological Age, ready to launch into space with all the dreams and fears of 

humanity: Mr Armstrong, becoming an astronaut must have given you a great joy? 

I was already a test pilot for NASA. To me it was simply being transferred from one 

office to another. 

Do you mean you don't have a taste for adventure? 



For Heaven's sake, I hate danger. Danger is the most annoying aspect of our job ... 

How can a simple technological fact be turned into an adventure? 

But I suppose you would be sorry not to go up? 

Yes, but I would not get sick about it. I don't understand those who get so anxious to be 

first. It's all nonsense, just romanticism unworthy of our rational age. 

-  I know somebody who would go up even if he knew that he would not  come back.... 

-    He is a child, not an adult. I would not agree to go up if I thought I might not come 

back. Testing a jet is dangerous but technically necessary. Dying in space or on the 

moon is not necessary, and so if I had to choose, I'd choose death while testing a jet. 

Wouldn't you? 

-    No, I'd choose to die on the moon; at least I would have seen it. ... 

Nonsense! If it were a matter of staying there for a year or two, perhaps ... no, no; it 

would be too high a price to pay. Because it is senseless! I'd better say goodbye now. I 

have to go into the centrifuge. 

-     I don't envy you, Mr. Armstrong. 

-     Yes, it is unpleasant. Perhaps the thing I hate most. But it is necessary. 

Interview with Neil Armstrong 

1.  When and where Apollo XI was launched?  

a. On July 16, 1969, Cape Kennedy Space Center, Florida 

b.  On June 10, 1959, Cape Kennedy Space Center, Texas 

1. On August 26, 1979, Cape Kennedy Space Center, Alabama  

2.  How many men was it carrying?  

a.  four 

b. two 

c.  three 

3.Of these three people who would be the first man to walk on the Moon? 

a. Edwin Aldrin 

b. Neil Armstrong 

c. Michael Collins 

4.Do you think landing on the Moon was a great date in the history of mankind? 

a. Yes, I do 

b. No, I don’t 

5.   Do you know what anniversary was on the 12th of April 2001? 

a.  30 

b.  50 

с.  40 

 
6.   What had Neil Armstrong been doing before he became an astronaut? 



a.  test pilot 

b.   instructor 

c. spaceman 

7.   Was Armstrong ready to go up if he knew that he wouldn't come back? 

a. Yes, he was 

b.  No, he wasn’t 

8.  Where did Armstrong give his interview? 

a. at home 

b. in Space Center 

c. in the television 
9.  What was he going to do after the interview? 

a. to go to home 

b. to go for a walk 

c.  to go into the centrifuge 

10. What did he say he hated most? 

a. to fly into space 

b. to go into the centrifuge 

c. to give interview 

  

For questions 1 – 10 read the text and choose letters A, B, или C. 

 Interview with Sergei Krikalev 

Sergei Krikalev gave this interview at Baikonur to an Italian newspaperman after he had 

spent 10 months orbiting Earth. 

- How did you feel once you got back to Earth? 

 - It was the air. In the station the air has been cleaned, but it is still artificial air. What 

we breathed after the landing was completely different.' You might ask what kind of 

smell could the winter steppes have?  I tell you, it was the air of Earth. Then we saw 

blue sky. For 10 months I've been living under artificial light. We rarely saw the sun from 

the station because the portholes were shut on that side to avoid the glass being 

damaged by micro-meteorites. And when we came back they made us sit with our faces 

to the sun.  Sitting in sleeping bags we closed first one eye then the other without being 

able to see anything. But it was nice to stay there with your face to the sun, without 

being frightened of being burnt by it, as happens in space. 

-   What impressed you most, once you reached the space station? 

-   At the beginning, the most difficult thing to do in the absence of gravity is to 

coordinate your movements; how to take something and give it to your mate without 

flinging it in his face, or how to turn it without making it whirl in the empty space. But this 

time, my second space mission, as soon as we left the atmosphere, I felt like I had 

never been to Earth for two-and-a-half years, as if I had never been away from space. 

Every movement seemed natural, as if the unaware memory of what to do and how to 



do it was hidden somewhere inside myself. The trip to the station took twodays. Finally, 

after docking, what surprised me most was recognizing the surroundings: the same 

light, the same smell - it's difficult to describe it -the smell of the handkerchiefs we use 

to clean our hands and body, they are imbued with substances that nobody uses on 

Earth; the smell of panels and instruments. There's always something that heats or 

cools, somewhere you can feel dampness. 

-    What did you do during your spare time? 

-    We used to read the newspapers sent up once a month. In the station there's also a 

library ... but I disliked spending my spare time listening to music or reading. I mean, 

you can do those things on Earth, while up there you'd rather do what you can only do 

in space - watching the Earth - and the oceans. Adding my first and second flights 

together, I spent one year and three months in space, and I never got tired of looking at 

Earth. You spin around the orbit and every time you discover something new 

and interesting. We spent most of our spare time filming, taking pictures or simply 

looking at Earth. 

This last time, though, we had another pastime. A small electric panel had been placed 

in our radio, the one we didn't often use, which allowed us to connect two computers. At 

the start of my second flight some radio ham contacted us and said: "Hi boys, we can 

give you some interesting news." So we used to contact hams from many countries, 

who sent us news - sport, discoveries, natural disasters, politics. It was important for us 

to keep in contact with the world. We always communicated on the same frequency to 

help them, but it was difficult to make contact. 

-    You were in orbit for 312 days. Were there times when you thought you 

couldn't stand it and wanted to get back to Earth? 

-    Of course I had some problems, because my time had been extended. I was 

supposed to be in space for five months but the person who was to replace me wasn't 

ready. Fortunately they told me early on in the mission so I was able to conserve my 

energy. 

From: The Guardian, 1992 

   Interview with Sergei Krikalev 

1.  How did Krikalev feel when he got back to Earth? 

  

1. He felt the air of Earth. 
2. He felt joy. 
3. He felt disappointment. 

2.  How long had he been living under artificial light? 

1.  for 6 months 
2. for 3 months 
3. for 10 months 



3.   What was the most difficult thing to do in the space station in the absence of 

gravity? 

1.    to sleep 
2. to work 
3. to coordinate movements 

4.  What did he feel like at the beginning of his second space mission? 

1.  He felt like he had never been to Earth for two-and-a-half years, as if he had 
never been away from space. 

2. He felt like he had never been to Earth for one year, as if he had never been 
away from space. 

3. He felt like he had never been away from Earth. 

5.  How long did the trip to the station take? 

1.  one day 
2. two day 
3. one week 

6.  What did Krikalev and other cosmonauts do during their spare time? 

  

1. He read the newspapers. 
2. He listened to music. 
3. He watched the Earth and the oceans. 

  

7.   What new pastime did they have during their second flight? 

1. They played computer games. 
2. They communicated with the world by the radio. 
3. They went in for sports. 

8.   How long had Krikalev been in orbit? 

1. 265 days 
2. 178 days 
3. 312 days 

9.  How long was he supposed to be in space? 

1. four months 
2. five months 
3. three months 

10.What happened to the person who was to replace him? 



1. he wasn’t ready 
2. he was ill 
3. he was removed 

    

III. GRAMMAR 

Употребите глаголы в скобках в нужном по смыслу времени активного и 

пассивного залога. Напишите 10 вопросов (общих, специальных, 

разделительных и альтернативных) к этому тексту. 

The 12th of April 1.______(mark) the anniversary of the first manned space flight in 

1961. It 2._____(be) an important day for the Soviet Union, and for Yuri Gagarin, the 

first cosmonaut, a farmer's son and father of two. The world quickly 3.__ (get) to know 

the face of the smiling Russian in his spacesuit standing beside Soviet leader Nikita 

Khrushchev, receiving flowers and honors. 

The Soviet Union4.__(have) many official heroes, but Gagarin 5.__ (be) perhaps one of 

the most genuinely popular. A large number of boys 6.____ (receive) the name Yuri in 

his honor, and thousands of them 7.____(dream) of following in his footsteps. Gagarin 

8. ____(be) young, courageous and appealing, the ordinary boy who 9.__ (dazzle) the 

world with his exploit. He 10.__ (become) an instant Soviet celebrity, 

people 11.____(turn) to him for help and 12.___ (flood)him with letters. His life 

13.___ (cut) short in a tragic plane crash in 1968. 

These days the Russian space program survives by letting foreign cosmonauts spend 

time at the Mir space station for a fat fee. Being a cosmonaut these days 

14._____ (seem) like a lot of risk and hard work for little money and the conquest 

of space 15.___ (be) hardly high on the Russian government's list of priorities at 

this moment. 

And nonetheless, Gagarin 16.___(remain) a twentieth century hero. More than any cold 

war era triumph in the rivalry between two systems, it was a symbol of human triumph. 

From: The Russia Journal, 1999 

1. _________________________________________________________ 

2. _________________________________________________________ 

3. ________________________________________________________ 

4. ________________________________________________________ 

5. ________________________________________________________ 

6. ________________________________________________________ 

7. ________________________________________________________ 

8. ________________________________________________________ 

9. ________________________________________________________ 

10. ________________________________________________________ 

  



IV.VOCABULARY 

For words 1 – 20 find the true translations. 

  

1. manned space flight 

2. spacesuit 

3. conquest of space 

4. Space Age 

5. to walk on the moon 

6. a test pilot 

7. space station 

8. lunar dust 

9. the centrifuge 

10. spaceship 

11. micrometeorite 

12. sleeping bag 

13. space 

14. atmosphere 

15. spaceman 

16. space launching site 

17. space exploration 

18. flight to the Moon 

19. porthole 

20. gravity-free state 

 
 

a. завоевание космоса 

b. иллюминатор 

c. лунная пыль 

d. пилотируемый космический полет 

e. космонавт 

f. эра космических полетов 

g. космос 

h. ступить на Луну 

i. космическая станция 

j. центрифуга 

k. атмосфера 

l. космодром 

m. покорение космоса 

n. космический корабль 

o. летчик испытатель 

p. спальный мешок 

q. полѐт на Луну 

s. невесомость 

t. микрометеорит 

u. скафандр 

                                                                

                           

 


